
Making sure that children receive their routinely recommended vaccines helps protect each child and their 
communities from vaccine-preventable diseases that are easily spread.1

†  Health insurance coverage data from the 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current Population Survey were used to generate the proportion of workers 
with employer-sponsored insurance. Data on unemployment benefit recipients from the U.S. Department of Labor were used to generate the proportion of workers who lost 
jobs because of the pandemic. The proportion of workers with employer-sponsored insurance was applied to the number of workers who lost jobs to obtain an estimate of 
jobs with employer-sponsored insurance that were lost. These numbers represent an upper-bound estimate of employer-sponsored insurance losses.3 

‡ Data are from an analysis of recent national and state-by-state Medicaid and CHIP preliminary data (actual adjusted data from February 2020 to preliminary data 
in November 2020). November 2020 enrollment (n=78.9 million) data are preliminary and subject to change.4

§ Data from the 2019 Uniform Data System, Bureau of Primary Health Care, Health Resources and Services Administration, US Department of Health and Human Resources. 
Publicly insured includes Medicare and Medicaid, while “other public insurance” includes non-Medicaid CHIP or coverage in states that contract CHIP through private third-
party payers and not Medicaid.5

CDC, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; CHIP, Children’s Health Insurance Program.

1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Catch up on well-child visits and recommended vaccinations. Last reviewed April 20. 2021. Accessed May 18, 2021. 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/visit/vaccination-during-COVID-19.html 2. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Childhood vaccination toolkit for clinicians. 
Last reviewed April 16, 2021. Accessed May 27, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/childhood-vaccination-toolkit.html 3. The Commonwealth Fund. How many 
Americans have lost jobs with employer health coverage during the pandemic? Published October 7, 2020. Accessed May 27, 2020. https://www.commonwealthfund.org/
publications/issue-briefs/2020/oct/how-many-lost-jobs-employer-coverage-pandemic 4. Kaiser Family Foundation. Analysis of recent national trends in Medicaid and CHIP 
enrollment. Published April 8, 2021. Accessed May 27, 2021. https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/analysis-of-recent-nationaltrends-in-medicaid-and-chip-
enrollment/ 5. National Association of Community Health Centers. Community Health Center Chartbook. January 2021. Accessed May 7, 2021. https://www.nachc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/Chartbook-Final-2021.pdf 6. National Foundation for Infectious Diseases. Issue brief: the impact of COVID-19 on US vaccination rates. Accessed 
February 15, 2021. https://www.nfid.org/keepup-the-rates/issue-brief-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-us-vaccination-rates/ 7. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. About 
VFC. Last reviewed February 18, 2016. Accessed May 27, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/about/index.html 8. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
VFC information for parents. Last reviewed June 10, 2020. Accessed May 27, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/parents/index.html 

References:

Copyright © 2021 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. US-NON-07975   06/21

How to Help Reverse the Decline in Childhood and Adolescent Vaccination Rates
Catching Up on Recommended Vaccines

81% of patients who receive care in a health center are uninsured or publicly insured5,§

Enrollment in Medicaid and CHIP 
grew by 7.7 million in February 2020 
to November 20204,‡

Impact of COVID-19 on Childhood Vaccinations
7.7M workers and 6.9M dependents 
lost employer-sponsored insurance 
as of June 20203,†

PEOPLE AFFECTED

ESTIMATED
~14.6M

Impact of COVID-19 on Insurance

Vaccines for Children (VFC)
Federally funded vaccine program that provides recommended vaccines at no cost 
to eligible children and adolescents who might not otherwise be able to afford them7

Eligibility for VFC includes children through 18 years of age and one of the following7:
• Uninsured
• Underinsured

• Medicaid eligible
•  American Indian or Alaska Native

Vaccines given through the VFC program can be given by any health care provider 
enrolled in the VFC program8 

Many patients are unaware of free vaccination programs, such as Vaccines for Children6

Remind your patients that VFC is available for their children

in public sector’s 
vaccine orders*

*2020-2021 compared to 20192

14%


