Help your patients receive the preventive health
1
services they’re entitled to under the ACA.
As of January 1, 2014, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires
private insurance plans to cover a range of clinical preventive services without any
cost-sharing, such as copays, deductibles, or coinsurance, for patients receiving these
services by an in-network provider.1 This is true even if the patient has not yet met
their yearly deductible.

These requirements apply to privately insured plans
— including individual, small group, large group, and self-insured plans in which
employers contract administrative services to a third-party payer — with the exception
of those plans that maintain “grandfather” status.2

In order to have been classified as “grandfather”, plans must have
been in existence prior to March 23, 2010, and must not have made significant changes
to their coverage (eg, increasing patient cost-sharing, cutting benefits, or reducing
employer contributions.)2

Research has shown that evidence-based preventive services can potentially improve health
by identifying risk factors and diseases early, managing them more effectively, and treating
them before they develop into more serious conditions. The ACA preventive care coverage
requirements aim to remove cost barriers to patients receiving preventive care.2,3

Remember: The reimbursement-related information presented in this resource is general in
nature and is subject to change. It is not intended to be exhaustive, nor to replace the guidance
of a qualified reimbursement advisor, and does not constitute legal or reimbursement advice.
The use of the information presented here is not a guarantee of coverage or payment.
Whether reimbursement is available and the amount of reimbursement for a specific patient
can depend on a variety of factors. You should contact the patient’s insurer for coverage details.
Merck does not guarantee or ensure the timeliness or appropriateness of this information for
your particular use given the frequent changes in public and private payer billing.

Your patients look to you for recommendations
on the preventive care they need.1
Provided as an educational resource by Merck

COVERED VACCINES
Each year, the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), in conjunction
with the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) and the American Academy
of Pediatrics (AAP), develop recommendations for routine use of vaccines in children,
adolescents, and adults.1
The ACA mandates that non-grandfathered private insurance plans cover all vaccinations
recommended by the ACIP with no cost-sharing for those patients who are within the
scope of the ACIP recommendation when the vaccine is administered by an in-network
provider.2,4 (For new ACIP recommendations made after September 2009, the requirement
is effective in the next plan year that occurs 1 year after the date of the recommendation.)5

ADULTS

CHILDREN from birth to age 18

The 11 Recommended Adult
Vaccines as they appear on the
CDC Adult Immunization Schedule
are all covered.

The 12 Recommended Childhood
Vaccines as they appear on the CDC
Childhood Immunization Schedule
are all covered.

Doses, recommended ages, and recommended
populations vary.2,4

Doses, recommended ages, and recommended
populations vary.2,4

The most current schedules can be viewed and downloaded at
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Immunization Program website.

Ask your Merck representative for patient outreach
resources to help you with your vaccination program.
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